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Introduction:

A visit was undertaken to the INFLIBNET (Information and Library
Network) Centre, Gandhinagar by Dr. Mahesh K. Solanki, Librarian,
and Mr. Chintan Vasava, Assistant Librarian, from the Gujarat
Technological University (GTU) Central Library.

The primary objective of the visit was to facilitate the signing of an
Amendment to the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between
GTU and INFLIBNET Centre. This amendment was necessitated
following recent communications and policy updates issued by
INFLIBNET, which require all partner institutions to align with the
revised operational guidelines.

Previously, GTU Central Library had signed an MoU with INFLIBNET
for contributing academic and research content to its national
repositories. However, to ensure continued participation and
compliance with INFLIBNET’s evolving mandates, a revised MoU
incorporating these updates has become essential.
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Key Interactions and Discussions:

During the visit, Dr. Mahesh K. Solanki and Mr. Chintan Vasava had a
fruitful meeting with the Hon'ble Director of INFLIBNET, Prof. Devika
Madalli, along with Dr. H.G. Hosamani, Shri Manoj Kumar, and other
esteemed members of the INFLIBNET team.

The INFLIBNET representatives provided in-depth insights into their
services and the rationale behind the updated MoU policy framework.
Specific highlights of the interaction included:

Overview of the revised guidelines and their implications for
institutional repositories
Importance of standardized academic content contribution at the
national level
GTU’s role and expectations under the new MoU terms
Clarification on new submission protocols and digital archiving
requirements
Introduction to enhanced services available through INFLIBNET

Dr. H.G. Hosamani, Shri Manoj Kumar, and the INFLIBNET team
offered a detailed presentation and exposure to the various services
and platforms available, including Shodhganga, IRINS, VIDWAN,
ShodhShuddhi, and other national academic initiatives. Their insights
and support were instrumental in understanding the roadmap for
smoother compliance and integration under the new framework.
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Glimpse of the Visit
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Conclusion:

The visit proved to be highly productive in ensuring GTU’s alignment
with INFLIBNET’s updated policy standards. The revised MoU was
duly reviewed during the visit, and the process for formal signing and
submission has been initiated.

The INFLIBNET team emphasized the national importance of
standardized academic contributions and reaffirmed their support to
GTU throughout the transition process. Their cooperation ensures that
GTU remains a proactive contributor to the national academic
ecosystem.

With the successful execution of the revised MoU, GTU continues its
commitment to open access, digital scholarship, and national-level
academic collaboration.
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